262 Wisconsin Historical Collections (volv

rie Du Chien to wood-up—for there were no wood-yards on the
Mississippi as now. The village was roused to carry wood
aboard, and we soon had a sufficient quantity of that article.
A lot of Monomonee Indians were also taken on, and then,
under a full head of steam, we put back to the secene of the
battle.

Before we rounded the island, and got within sight of the
battle-ground, we could hear the report of musketry, and then
it was that I heard Throckmorton say: “Dodge is giving them
h—I11!” And he guessed right, for as we reached the scene of
action, the wild volunteers under Gen. Dodge were e in
a fierce conflict with the Indians. The Indians were driven
down to the river edge; some of them under shelter of the
bank, were firing at the volunteers, who had command of the
bluffs. The Suckers and Hoosiers, as we called them, fought
like perfect tigers, and carried everything before them.

The troops and Indians on board the Warrior, kept up a
brisk fire on the Indians ashore, who fought with a desperation
that surpassed everything I ever saw, during an Indian fight,
and I have seen more than one. The Indians were between
two fires; on the bluffs above them were Dickson and his rangers,
and Dodge leading on his men, who needed no urging; while
we kept steaming back and forth on the river, running down
those who attempted to cross, and shooting at the Indians on
shore.

The soldier we picked up, helped to man the gun, and dur-
ing the engagement, he was wounded in the knee by a rifle-
ball. The Indians’ shots would hit the water or patter against
the boat, but occasionally a rifle-ball sent with more force,
would whistle through both sides. Some of the Indians, naked
to the breech-cloth, slid down into the water, where they laid,
with only their mouth and nostrils above the surface; but
by running the boat closer in to the east shore, our Monomo-
nees were enabled to make the water too hot for them. One
after another, they jumped up, and were shot down in attempt-
ing to gain cover on the bank above. One warrior, more brave
than the others, or perhaps more accustomed to the smell of



